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mosity to trouble the two countries in the subsequent 
years. 

We have always believed that this controversy 
ought to have gone to the Hague Court. The more 
certain we were of our case, the more ready we ought 
to have been to have it go to an impartial tribunal. 
Theoretically the boundary had been fixed by the 
Anglo-Russian treaty of 1825. But neither had the 
boundary ever been actually drawn in some parts 
since we came into possession of the territory in 1867, 
nor had the treaty of 1825 ever been judicially inter- 
preted. Both the interpretation of the treaty and 
the fixing of the boundary were proper subjects for 
determination by a disinterested tribunal. If the de- 
cision just made had been that of a disinterested tri- 
bunal instead of a mixed partisan commission, it 
would, judging from the course of Lord Alverstone, 
the only really judicial member of the Commission, 
have been quite probably unanimous. In that case, 
no such outbreak of insinuations and reproaches as 
we have witnessed on the part of Canada would have 
occurred. This Commission may have been the best 
thing possible at the time, but the better course ought 
hereafter always to be followed by our government. 

All well informed persons will readily admit the 
awkwardness and unnaturalness of the frontier of 
Canada bordering on this southward projecting handle 
of Alaska. No such arrangement of territory would 
be thought of in our time. Naturally the Canadian 
territory should extend down to the sea throughout 
the whole region. We, the United States, would 
think so, — and that vigorously, — if we were Canada. 
But this narrow strip of land, which averages only 
about one hundred miles in width, and is much nar- 
rower in places, shuts her off from the sea for six 
hundred miles up and down the coast. When the 
treaty of 1825 was drawn, little was known about the 
region, and Great Britain cared nothing for it. Now 
it is easy to see that the strip of land, which can 
never be of large worth to the United States, would 
be of very great value to Canada as a commercial 
outlet for an immense territory lying back of it and 
capable no doubt of large future development. 

What, now, is the duty of the United States in 
view of the whole situation ? It is difficult to see 
what possible detriment could come to our country, 
with its enormous areas of valuable territory, if it 
should give up the whole strip, gold, furs, fish and all. 
It might easily prove much more valuable to us in 
the hands of Canada than in our own. But this sur- 
render of it is of course not now possible because of 
our present national sensitiveness to the enticements 
of bigness, and possibly also because of certain obli- 
gations of the nation to Its scattered citizens in those 
parts. In a better time than ours, such an act of 
generosity on the part of a nation will be considered 
in no wise out of the ordinary. We must wait, how- 
ever, a little for that time, 



But though the gift of the strip of territory can- 
not, under present conditions, be made to our neighbor 
people, there is nothing to prevent an arrangement 
by which Canada can have practically free access to 
the Pacific by way of the Lynn Channel — which she 
much desires — or any other route which her commerce 
may require. Such an arrangement would have, we 
are sure, the hearty approval of practically the entire 
people of the United States, and we hope that the 
government will lose no time in letting Canada know 
that we are ready to move in that direction, if it 
would be agreeable to her. The people of Canada 
and the United States are neighors whose interests 
are closely allied, and all grounds of misunderstand- 
ing and ill feeling ought to be got out and kept out 
of the way. 

The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress. 

It is not easy to convey to those who were not 
present the general spirit and character of a congress. 
One peace congress, in the subjects which it discusses 
and in the atmosphere pervading it, is very much like 
every other. Each one, however, has features which 
distinguish it from others. This was true of the 
Congress recently held at Rouen, France, of whose 
proceedings we give an extended account elsewhere 
in this issue. 

In the first place, the Congress was, in spite of the 
difficulties arising from diversity of language and of 
nationality, one of the most coherent in spirit and 
workings ever held. The nearly five hundred men 
and women that came together and deliberated for 
almost a week on a great number of questions seemed 
to have forgotten that such things as national boun- 
daries exist. They felt and acted as if they and the 
peoples whom they represented were one family and 
had a common enemy whom it was imperative to get 
out of the way. There were differences of opinion, 
but also a remarkable spirit of considerateness and 
concession. There was but one serious conflict of 
judgment, that on the propriety of the Congress tak- 
ing up the subject of legitimate self-defense and at- 
tempting to define its proper application. In this 
there was perfect frankness of speech, but also, seem- 
ingly, perfect respect for the views of others ; and 
when the question was disposed of, by passing it on 
to a future European congress, nobody was sore. 

The Congress was remarkable also for the ability 
and intelligence shown in the reports made from the 
committees and in the discussions upon them. Some 
of the speeches made by the committee reporters 
would have been a credit to any deliberative assem- 
bly, and we have rarely ever listened to an abler and 
better sustained discussion than the one on disarma- 
ment, to which an entire half day was devoted. The 
intelligence shown in the deliberations was due in 
part, of course, to the presence of so large a number 
of the experienced workers in the cause and to the 
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maturing of the subject during the years since the 
first congress of the series was held at Paris in 1889 ; 
but the speaking by some of the new members whom 
we have never before seen in a congress was excep- 
tionally good. 

The Congress was also unusually practical. There 
were some academic resolutions, of course ; perhaps 
some of no great importance, which might as well 
have been omitted. But most of the propositions 
voted concerned pressing questions of the day, and 
provision was made that the views of the Congress 
should be communicated to the responsible govern- 
ments. On the subject of a truce and reduction of 
armaments, which was felt by all to be the most ur- 
gent question of present international politics, the 
government of the French Republic, under whose 
favor the Congress was held, was invited to take im- 
mediate steps to bring the governments of the civil- 
ized world to an agreement for general and simulta- 
neous reduction of armaments. The same practical 
course was taken also in regard to the Macedonian 
and other similar questions. Strong emphasis was 
laid on the importance of bringing the Hague Court 
into early general use, and the necessity of strength- 
ening the Hague Convention by the negotiation of 
general treaties of obligatory arbitration between 
state and state. 

There was also manifested in the Congress a re- 
markable conviction of the conquering power of 
moral forces, a confidence of large coming success, a 
faith in the supremacy of justice and brotherhood 
and the certainty of their triumph, a courage and 
fearlessness, never before so largely developed in con- 
ventions of peace workers. The attitude of timidity, 
hopelessness and half-heartedness often observed in 
portions of such gatherings was entirely wanting. 
This was the most impressive feature of the Congress, 
and it revealed the fact that the immense gain which 
the cause has made within a few years was vividly 
present to the consciousness of all, inspiring them 
with a great hope for the future and fresh courage 
to press the contest against the iniquitous and ruin- 
ous system of war to its speedy and complete de- 
struction. 

Taking it all in all, the Twelfth Universal Peace 
Congress was more than a success in itself ; it was a 
revelation of the felt greatness and growing power of 
the new spirit of justice, of love and fellowship, of 
cooperation and concord, which is fast mastering the 
world and is destined soon to make it impossible for 
nations to think of each other as enemies and to arm 
themselves for each other's destruction. 

Peace Sunday this year falls on the 20th of Decem- 
ber. Let all ministers of the gospel everywhere bear 
it in mind, and prepare to give proper recognition on 
that day to the great principles of brotherhood and 
peace, which constitute so essential a part of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 
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Editorial Notes. 

The Permanent International Peace 
Peace Bureau Bureau, whose office is at Berne, held its 
annual meeting at Rouen on Wednesday, 
September 23, at 11 o'clock. In the absence of the 
president, Fredrik Bajer of Denmark, the Baroness von 
Suttner was chosen president of the meeting. The 
report of the treasurer was presented, audited, and ap- 
proved. It showed that the Bureau has received and 
spent during the year about eight thousand francs. The 
report of the secretary, Mr. Elie Ducommun, showed 
that the Bureau had done a year of excellent service in 
executing the resolutions of the previous Congress, in 
keeping the peace societies in touch with one another 
through the medium of the Correspondance JBimensuelle, 
and in communicating with the governments in times of 
crisis. The following persons were chosen members of 
the Commission of the Bureau for the coming year: 
Fredrik Bajer, Denmark; the Baroness von Suttner, 
Austria; Elie Ducommun, Switzerland; Henri Morel, 
Switzerland ; Dr. Ludwig Stein, Switzerland ; Emile 
Arnaud, France ; Count Bothmer, Germany ; Dr. Baart 
de la Faille, Netherlands; Dr. W. E. Darby, Great 
Britain ; Nicolas Fleva, Roumania ; Dr. Giretti, Italy ; 
H. Horst, Norway; Mr. Kemeny, Hungary; 11. La- 
Fontaine, Belgium; Magalhaes Lima, Portugal; Belva 
Lockwood, United States ; E. T. Moneta, Italy ; Gaston 
Moch, France; J. Novicow, Russia; Frederic Passy, 
France ; Hodgson Pratt, Great Britain ; Dr. Adolf 
Richter, Germany ; Miss.Ellen Robinson, Great Britain ; 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, United States; Edward Waw- 
rinsky, Sweden ; Professor Quidde, Germany. 



It has been observed from time imme- 
War and morial that a period of increased lawlessness 

Lawlessness. r 

and crime always follows in the wake of a 
war. The New Age writes as follows of the evil results 
left by the recent war in South Africa : 

One of the effects of the war in South Africa has been 
to turn what was previously one of the most law-abiding 
communities in the world into a country infested with 
thieves and vagabonds. In Cape Colony, not so long 
ago, crime, except in the larger towns, was generally 
confined to the worst section of the natives. Dutch and 
English alike required little or no supervision on the 
part of the police. Now all is changed. A recent debate 
in the Cape Assembly showed that the expenditure on 
police had doubled since 1900, but that crime had in- 
creased to a still greater extent. Mr. Stead, a Progres- 
sive member, told the Assembly " that owing to the war 
there were spread throughout the country a large number 
of undesirable people. A large amount of the crime 
committed in the large cities was the result of the war, 
owing to which a great number of bad characters had 



